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this book offers a critical and comparative examination of international support
to  political  parties  and  party  systems  in  emerging  and  prospective  new
democracies  in  several  world  regions  it  combines  the  insights  of  a  strong
international grouping of leading academics and pioneering doctoral studies
and draws on extensive new field work inquiries the wide ranging coverage pools
evidence from countries in europe and eurasia africa east  asia and central
america the book shows how far international support still has to go if it is to
achieve its aims of helping party politics make a constructive contribution to
furthering  democracy  it  advances  our  understanding  both  of  the  role  the
political parties are playing in the different polities and the sometimes negative
impact of democracy promotion actors from outside by contributing original
theoretical perspectives and empirical findings the book points the way forward
to agendas for future research and new courses of action it will be of interest to
academics and the policy making and practitioner communities alike this book
was published as a special issue of democratizations

party and democracy questions why political parties today are held in such low
estimation  in  advanced  democracies  the  first  part  of  the  volume  reviews
theoretical  motivations behind the growing disdain for  the political  party  in
surveying the parties lengthy attempt to gain legitimacy particular attention is
devoted to the cultural and political conditions which led to their emergence on
the ground and then to their political and theoretical acceptance as the sole
master in the chain of delegation the second part traces the evolution of the
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party  s  organization  and  public  confidence  against  the  backdrop  of  the
transition from industrial to post industrial societies the book suggests that in
the  post  war  period  parties  shifted  from  a  golden  age  of  organizational
development and positive reception by public opinion towards a more difficult
relationship with society as it moved into post industrialism parties were unable
to  master  societal  change  and  thus  moved  towards  the  state  to  recover
resources they were no longer able to extract from their constituencies parties
have become richer and more powerful thanks to their interpenetration into the
state but they have paid for their pervasive presence in society and the state
with a declining legitimacy even if some changes have been introduced recently
in party organizations to counteract their decline they seem to have become
ineffective even worse they have dampened democratic  standing inside and
outside parties favouring plebiscitary tendencies the party today is caught in a
dramatic contradiction it  has become a sort of leviathan with clay feet very
powerful thanks to the resources it gets from the state and to its control of the
societal and state spheres but very weak in terms of legitimacy and confidence in
the eyes of the mass public however it is argued that there is still no alternative
to the party democracy is still inextricably linked to the party system

h c coombs was one of the most influential australians of the twentieth century
born in 1906 he is  best  known as the governor of  the reserve bank but the
breadth of his activities and his commitment to public life until  his death is
unsurpassed  tim  rowse  traces  coombs  life  from  his  childhood  in  western
australia to his many roles as policy maker change agent advocate and adviser
particularly interested in coombs as an economist tim rowse shows that a key
motif in his life as a public servant was to create an economic rationality among
the  political  elite  that  was  socially  integrative  and  that  looked  beyond  the
strictures  of  economics to  environmental  sustainability  scientific  and artistic
creativity  this  2002  book  covers  coombs  life  from  birth  to  death  providing
intriguing insights into the life of one of australia s most influential people

though sharing broadly similar processes of economic and political development
from the mid to late nineteenth century onward western countries have diverged
greatly in their choice of voting systems most of europe shifted to proportional
voting around the first world war while anglo american countries have stuck with
relative  majority  or  majority  voting  rules  using  a  comparative  historical
approach wrestling with democracy examines why voting systems have or have
not changed in western industrialized countries over the past century in this first
single volume study of voting system reform covering all western industrialized
countries dennis pilon reviews national efforts in this area over four timespans
the nineteenth century the period around the first world war the cold war and the
1990s pilon provocatively argues that voting system reform has been a part of
larger  struggles  over  defining  democracy  itself  highlighting  previously
overlooked episodes of reform and challenging widely held assumptions about
institutional change

discussing such classic films as sergeant york air force and all  quiet on the
western front as well  as more modern blockbusters like apocalypse now and
saving  private  ryan  this  outstanding  volume  focuses  on  hollywood  and  its
production of war films topics covered include the early formation of war cinema
the  apotheosis  of  the  hollywood  war  film  the  ascendancy  of  ambivalence
hollywood and the war since vietnam war as a way of seeing for any student of
film studies or american cultural studies this is a valuable companion

the  functioning  of  representative  democracy  crucially  depends  on  political
parties that mediate between citizens and the state it is widely doubted however
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that contemporary parties can still perform this connective role taking seriously
the ensuing challenges for representative democracy rethinking party reform
advances a normative account of  party reform drawing on both democratic
theory  and  political  science  scholarship  on  parties  moving  beyond  purely
descriptive or causal analytical perspectives on party reform the book clarifies
on  theoretical  grounds  why  party  reform  is  centrally  important  for  the
sustainability of established democracies and what effective party reforms could
look like  in  an age where most  citizens look to  parties  with  scepticism and
distrust in doing so this book underlines in distinctive fashion why scholars and
citizens  should  care  about  re  inventing  and  transforming  political  parties
resisting  widespread tendencies  of  either  declaring  parties  unreformable  or
theorising them out of the picture

traces the history of modern british democracy through the eyes of its people
through the author s analysis of how why and when the british public have voted
this work offers fresh insight into our relationship with politicians demanding a
rethink of our political history
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